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THE SAN GABRIEL COMPLEX FIRE
ALOOK AT THE HELICOPTER
FIREFIGHTING RESPONSE TO
CALIFORNIA'S DRY SUMMER
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“Duarte” (Fish Fire) fires quickly spread
east, uphill and towards each other
threatening to merge.

Given their proximity, both fires

ultimately man_age‘d as one, the San

Gabriel Complex fire. Firefighting crews

quickly positioned themselves on the

und between neighborhoods and

> hillsides where the fires raged. With

afternoon temperatures of 101F,

- those on the ground clothed in hot,
heavy protective gear knew they were
in for an exhausting day.

Resources positioned for the ground
fight that was likely in the evening when
winds often shift west towards densely
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A homeowner, his >ordering
the brush looked on usly. In
spite of the real possibility of property
loss, it was impressive to witness the

‘overwhelming resources fighting the
fire.

These conditions are not unusual in
California, the State, and surrounding

Cities and jurisdictions remain well

prepared. Within a short time, aviation
resources of all types were mobilized
to protect homes, property, and
infrastructure.

Helicopters and aircraft activated like
a military operation water bombing
the fires in waves, from every possible

angle and altitude.
Firefighting resources from many
agencies and private operato
present to fight the fire with a
rotary and fixed wing air
a DC-10, C-130, BAE 146,
S-2 and several bird do
helicopter contingent fi
included three Erickson
LA County Fire Si
412EP and two Bell

The aerial coordination of so many
aircraft flying continual sorties speaks
to the organization that handles
everything from logistics, maintenance,
piloting, command and air traffic
control. Recognition is well due to those
professionals that fly, and support on
every level.

The San Gabriel Complex fire burned
for 11 days until it was considered 100%
contained. Y=
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